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SPRING 26 CHANGES

D3 OPT-IN TOURNAMENT

Spring 26 is coming fast and
bringing a few changes with
it. Registrations, Qualifiers,
and Regular Season will now
be closing on an activities last
listed play day on schedule.
For Registration, this means...

We are doing D3 a little different
this season, so please pay attention

to the following information. 
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While the National Office presets
a schedule, teams can and
should work with each other to
find dates and times that work
best for them!

Matches need to be finished by
the end of the season.

Students can play from their
homes when needed!

Review the Match Day
Reminders!

THE LEADER IN 2-YEAR
COLLEGIATE ESPORTS

IMPORTANT
COMPETITION
REMINDERS

Read More...
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Read More...
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Registration
11.02.25 - Activity’s last listed play 

day on week of 02.14.26

Preseason
12.14.25 - 01.25.26

Regular Season
02.15.26 - Activity’s last
listed play day on week

of 4.10.26

Regionals
04.13.26 - 04.25.26

Nationals
04.27.26 - 05.09.26

Registration
11.02.25 - ROLLING

Preseason
11.11.25 - 02.08.26

Regular Activity
02.09.26 - 4.03.26

Opt-in Tournament

04.06.26 - 04.18.26

Registration
11.02.25 - Activity’s last listed play 

day on week of 02.14.26

Preseason
12.14.25 - 01.25.26

Regular Season
02.15.26 - Activity’s last
listed play day on week

of 4.10.26 Nationals
04.13.26 - 04.25.26

Division 1

Nov January February March April MayDec

Division 2

Division 3

Qualifier
01.19.26 - 02.14.26

Qualifiers
01.19.26 - 02.14.26

SPRING 26 CHANGES
Spring 26 is coming fast and bringing a few changes with it. Registrations,

Qualifiers, and Regular Season will now be closing on an activities last listed
play day on schedule. For Registration, this means activities registration will

close on its regular play day for that week.

https://www.njcaaesports.org/
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The Division 3 Opt-In
Tournament is back starting
10/27/2025!!!

We are doing D3 a little different this season,
so please pay attention to the following
information. 

Qualifiers: Monday Oct 27th to Friday Nov 7th
We will have Qualifiers at the :35 minute mark for D3
Opt-In Tournament. MAKE SURE TO NOT QUEUE FOR
THE :30 MINUTE MARK. YOUR MATCH RESULTS WILL
NOT COUNT!

 
Single-Elimination Bracket: Monday, Nov 10th - Saturday,
Nov 22nd

We will take the top 8, 16, or 32 teams (based on the
number of participating teams) from the Qualifiers for the
Single-Elimination Bracket.

If the number of Participating teams is less than 8, we will
not have a Single-Elimination Bracket.

Any FF or No-Show in D3 Opt-In qualifiers will result in
your team not playing in the Single Elimination Bracket.

https://www.njcaaesports.org/


DIVISION 1 & DIVISION 2 GAME REMOVALS

Hearthstone 1v1 is in danger of moving to Division 3 only. We
need to see team numbers increase for this activity during
spring to continue supporting it at a Division 1 and Division 2
level.

Hearthstone is still seen as the most popular online card
game to date.
Hearthstone can be played iOS (Phone), Android (Phone),
macOS, Microsoft Windows, GeForce Now, meaning it has a
low bar for entry!

Now is the perfect time to recruit students into this
game title and make sure they are ready for Division 1
and Division 2 spring activity!
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LIVEPOSTSEASON
SCHEDULES

ARE
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NJCAAE SPRING MEDIA WEEK

Were your teams a part of
the major success of the

fall Media Week?
Now is the time to start

preparing for the Spring 26
media week! Just like with fall,
the National Office will support

participating members by
reposting, creating additional

materials, and helping
members create more

recognition!

We will coordinate with institutions to post the
following and more on both the National Office socials
and your institution’s socials:

Team Player Cards (Template provided by NJCAAE, but feel free to
make your own!)
Team & student pictures, videos, interviews
Student stories (Returning students, new students, graduated
students)
Coach statements, predictions, interviews, articles
Clips & Hype reels
Facility videos
President statements
“How we Practice” - video, or article of how your teams practice
Closing Hype Reels / statements
Recruitment Calls
Etc….

February 8  2026 - February
14  2026

th

th

SPRING 26 MEDIA WEEK
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#njcaaemediadays; #njcaaemediaweek

All posts must contain the following hashtags: 
#njcaaemediadays; #njcaaemediaweek

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-W4wTVKKsIj4--NfLBAiDn1clfkxqocTpiFHlBZt5xI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-W4wTVKKsIj4--NfLBAiDn1clfkxqocTpiFHlBZt5xI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-W4wTVKKsIj4--NfLBAiDn1clfkxqocTpiFHlBZt5xI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSexGxHwPdPumBNVpLuL8b3BZ2RT07iBDdpf0DDQJsCSNbLx8w/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSexGxHwPdPumBNVpLuL8b3BZ2RT07iBDdpf0DDQJsCSNbLx8w/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSexGxHwPdPumBNVpLuL8b3BZ2RT07iBDdpf0DDQJsCSNbLx8w/viewform?usp=header
https://www.njcaaesports.org/


Its time to start recruiting
for your future teams! As
many of you know,
recruiting new students
to your institution will
help your program
continue to grow to new
heights!

RECRUITING
BEGINS
NOW

Be creative when recruiting!
Advertise beyond campus.

Hold specialty events.

Visit High School campuses.

Seasonal training camps.

Connect with your local community.

Be consistent with your messaging.

Utilize social media.

Engage them in NJCAAE Division 3 activity!

04 November, 2025
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CLICK HERE TO VIEW 
THE FULL LIST

CURRENT STANDINGS

UPDATES

Its time to begin 26-27
recruiting!

Division 1 & Division 2
Activity Adjustments

WEEK 4 COMPETITION REPORT

SEASON REMOVALS

View your full seasons
schedule here

Teams can
check their

current
standings by

clicking on the
spreadsheet

link!

CLICK
HERE

https://www.njcaaesports.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13nVkZ41svi-INCsLBRjcLeTNDjI5p1Rvu8ju9dkr6go/edit?usp=sharing
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/158TuQ44NJ_WvUGHWQF4mblRsNqOqKEFNnnGHDiU2PoA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/158TuQ44NJ_WvUGHWQF4mblRsNqOqKEFNnnGHDiU2PoA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kmMfktM1Gu--IFnHvx1LVw2ja6TidYrZbYzKmzpVmOk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kmMfktM1Gu--IFnHvx1LVw2ja6TidYrZbYzKmzpVmOk/edit?usp=sharing
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Match Preparation Process

For matches to start by the listed match time, teams must start all
pre-match preparations, selections, bans, lobby set-up, network tests,
patching, and hardware tests, at least thirty (30) minutes before the
listed match time. All pre-match preparations must be complete with
all participants being present in the match lobby ten (10) minutes,
defined as the Scheduled Lobby Load-in Time, before the listed match
time. The 1.13. Delay of Game Process will begin for any team that is
not fully present in the match lobby and ready to start the match by
this time. If the 1.13. Delay of Game Process is not continued four (4)
minutes before the listed match time, it can not be used for the start
of the match, but can be used for other delays.

Teams applying the 1.13. Delay of Game Process at any time
must have verifiable proof, any form of timestamps pertinent
to this match, as to the delay.

If a team chooses not to progress the 1.13. Delay of Game
Process for the start of the match, but their opponent is still
not in the lobby ready to play thirty (30) minutes past the
match start time, the violating team will receive a match loss.

The 1.13. Delay of Game Process can not be used for a
bracketed match that is not considered round robin if the
previous rounds match is going long. Teams just follow the
guidelines for 5.7 Round Progression instead.

1.12. Match Preparation Process

https://www.njcaaesports.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JPzXNtRlV_Hrye6e_-SBQ1XuHCiixgujHow2YxbUWGc/edit?tab=t.0#bookmark=kix.w3f6owew50ps
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JPzXNtRlV_Hrye6e_-SBQ1XuHCiixgujHow2YxbUWGc/edit?tab=t.0#bookmark=kix.w3f6owew50ps
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JPzXNtRlV_Hrye6e_-SBQ1XuHCiixgujHow2YxbUWGc/edit?tab=t.0#bookmark=kix.w3f6owew50ps
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JPzXNtRlV_Hrye6e_-SBQ1XuHCiixgujHow2YxbUWGc/edit?tab=t.0#bookmark=kix.w3f6owew50ps
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JPzXNtRlV_Hrye6e_-SBQ1XuHCiixgujHow2YxbUWGc/edit?tab=t.0#bookmark=kix.w3f6owew50ps
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JPzXNtRlV_Hrye6e_-SBQ1XuHCiixgujHow2YxbUWGc/edit?tab=t.0#bookmark=kix.w3f6owew50ps
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JPzXNtRlV_Hrye6e_-SBQ1XuHCiixgujHow2YxbUWGc/edit?tab=t.0#bookmark=id.6dakqv5zb2dg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JPzXNtRlV_Hrye6e_-SBQ1XuHCiixgujHow2YxbUWGc/edit?tab=t.0#bookmark=kix.i4v867tq1jmf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JPzXNtRlV_Hrye6e_-SBQ1XuHCiixgujHow2YxbUWGc/edit?tab=t.0#bookmark=kix.i4v867tq1jmf


NEW TOOLS
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The NJCAAE has launched the alpha version of the
“Program Toolkit” for members!

The “Program Toolkit” is just one of many benefits you receive
from the NJCAAE. This toolkit offers useful outlines, suggestions,
and materials to help programs start or move to the next level!

This, in addition to the Media Kit and the online NJCAAE Programs
can help up your game!

TEAM NAMING CONVENTIONS
As the NJCAAE National Office works through

registration data we would like to remind
members that they MUST follow the naming

convention outlined in the 
Institution Platform Profiles document.

If you do not follow this naming process, there is a
strong possibility that your team WILL NOT be put into a
round robin group for the season. This happens because

names that do not follow the outlined process are not
recognized in our system. Each of your teams must have

a unique name!

https://www.njcaaesports.org/
https://www.njcaaesports.org/account/institutioninformation
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PF5uBk-IUZXCyGowSBI-0tXdmysmW87tE0cEVm9CElo/edit?usp=sharing
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WANT TO GET MORE INVOLVED?

Want to include the NJCAAE in your post?
Find our logo here: Logo

Find our brand guidelines here: Guidelines

Help us spotlight your team!

Check out this quick guide with
everything you need—who to tag, what

to post, and how to get noticed:
Features Guide

https://www.njcaaesports.org/
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/13631f_af92e73fc96d45fa8f0a8ef6c78147f9~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_1983,h_1667,al_c,q_95,enc_auto/NJCAA_ESPORTS_FC.png
https://www.njcaaesports.org/_files/ugd/13631f_765111d25a94494faa0321353629d16b.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QUFPYPh-xmar7R9FSYT0iFCZFuyNWZLrW9kzWLiVjiw/edit?usp=sharing


Contact us to get started!

 

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:

admin@critapparel.com / critapparel.com

With Crit Apparel setting up a high quality 
merch store is easy! No minimum order quantity, 

Free year-round store hosting, Fundraising 
opportunities, and 20% OFF your first 5 jerseys!

( limits on certain licensed items may apply )

$149/yr FREE
PRO MEMBERSHIP

Jersey Design Mousepad / Flag Design DTF Designs Sublimated Design

1 1 2 1
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REGULAR SEASON ROUND & DATE ADJUSTMENTS

ADJUSTMENTS

FALL 2025
VIEW THE
FULL
SCHEDULE
HERE

To create a healthier season experience, the
National Office has avoided creating small season

groups. The result is the creation of extra rounds for
select Division 1 and Division 2 activities. The

National Office has preset competition days for
these activities, but expects for teams to coordinate

with each other to find the best day to play the
extra rounds.

D1 EA FC
All groups start 9/29/25 - The schedule is being adjust as of 9/22/25
Central Group 1 has 1 extra round on 11/5/25

D1 FN No-build
East Group 1 has 2 extra rounds on 10/29/25 & 11/5/25

D1 Tekken
West Group 1 has 4 extra rounds with 2 on 10/29/25 and 2 on 11/5/25

D1 CoD: 4v4
Central Group 1 has 2 extra rounds on 10/30/25 and 11/6/25

D1 SSBU
East Group 1 has 1 extra round on 11/6/25
East Group 2 has 1 extra round on 11/6/25

D1 Overwatch 2
East Group 1 has 2 extra rounds on 10/31/25 and 11/7/25

D1 Mario Kart 1v1
Central Group 1 has 1 extra round on 11/4/25
Central Group 2 has 1 extra round on 11/4/25
Central Group 3 has 1 extra round on 11/4/25

D1 RL
Central Group 1 has 4 extra rounds with 2 on 10/30/25 & 2 on 11/6/25
East Group 1 has 4 extra rounds with 2 on 10/30/25 & 2 on 11/6/25

https://www.njcaaesports.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/158TuQ44NJ_WvUGHWQF4mblRsNqOqKEFNnnGHDiU2PoA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/158TuQ44NJ_WvUGHWQF4mblRsNqOqKEFNnnGHDiU2PoA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/158TuQ44NJ_WvUGHWQF4mblRsNqOqKEFNnnGHDiU2PoA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/158TuQ44NJ_WvUGHWQF4mblRsNqOqKEFNnnGHDiU2PoA/edit?usp=sharing
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Did you know NJCAAE is a member institution
driven association? This is primarily
accomplished through subcommittees.
NJCAAE subcommittees are manned by
coaches, leads, administrators, and directors
from member institutions. Learn more about
the subcommittees below!

Looking to send a proposal for the NJCAAE
and subcommittees to review?

Send in a proposal form today!

Game Title Subcommittees

Game Title Subcommittees advise on rules, expectations, and
schedules for games the NJCAAE hosts activity for. Chairs of each
subcommittee make up the NJCAAE Competition Committee.

Submit interest today!

Subcommittees

The NJCAAE subcommittees advise the NJCAAE National Office on
proposals, rules, operations, and much more! We’re currently looking
for Athletic Directors, Deans, Administrators, and Decision Makers from
institution’s to join the Advisory Committee.

Submit interest today!

https://www.njcaaesports.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeKQzl8Oiy67kw3No1_DmoQ6gFcCudPGvO8DxR2AzZTNL6FnA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8vIjbawsT8xVM66vUPyTK2Qb4M5YJBnhbpf1t6XMI1UQ7Og/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8vIjbawsT8xVM66vUPyTK2Qb4M5YJBnhbpf1t6XMI1UQ7Og/viewform?usp=sf_link
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In 2019 the National Junior College Athletic Association
formed NJCAA Esports to better serve their existing

community of member institutions who wanted a
competitive association focused on their unique needs and
the groups they serve. To date, NJCAA Esports serves over
6,000 students and is working with over 230 institutions. 

 
With a focus on breaking down barriers to entry for

member colleges and their students, we have created the
only association capable of thoroughly meeting the needs

of 2-year and community colleges. The NJCAA Esports
offers many program solutions through the association
and our partners. These offerings range from program

development, competition, media, broadcasting, gearing
solutions, and much more!

Follow NJCAAE

NJCAA ESPORTS

View us online at
njcaaesports.org!

twitch.tv/njcaae @NJCAAe @njcaae NJCAA Esports

https://www.twitch.tv/njcaae
https://www.instagram.com/njcaae/
https://www.njcaaesports.org/
https://www.njcaaesports.org/
https://www.twitch.tv/njcaae
https://x.com/NJCAAe
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0oQ9bfxze4XtaqtWCozhJg
https://www.instagram.com/njcaae/

